SUSTAINABILITY 


What is Sustainability? 


In simple terms sustainability is about providing for our needs without compromising the 
abilities of future generations of meeting their needs. In essence this is a lifestyle which can 
be sustained for the foreseeable future. Currently, we are not living this way, and the 


problem continues to deepen, which carries risks. 


Sustainable Development 
Development that meets the 
needs of the present 
without compromising the 
ability of future generations 
to meet their needs. 
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Ecotowns for Asia — An Application of Sustainable Technology 


An affordable sustainable town can now be built that will recycle its own water, grow its 


basic food needs, generate its own power, and manage all the forms of waste. 


It will also recover energy from the waste, generate compost (fertilizer) for the 
agri/aquaculture, thus reducing the need for eco-toxic fertilizers. A sustainable town would 
also centralize general utility requirements, which would drastically reduce the pressure on 


centralised resources such as electricity, water and fuel. 


This needs to be implemented in a way that is also socially sustainable and has a sense of 


place. 


Existing Town or City 
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A schematic representation of the exchanges of energy between outer 
Space, the Earth's atmosphere, and the Earth's surface. The ability of 
the atmosphere to capture and recycle energy emitted by the Earth 
surface is the defining characteristic of the greenhouse effect. 
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United Nations Decade 2005-2014 
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“Our biggest challenge in this new century is to 
take an idea that seems abstract -- sustainable 
development -- and turn it into a reality for all 


the world's people.” 
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Examples of Spiritual Principles 
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